AFTER  MOTHER  INDIA

seas. That cunning seems more than a match for the
uncertain Western missionary.

That the idea of Christ is influencing a greater
number of persons in India than the less than ^ per
cent.1 who actually profess Christianity is probably
true. Yet when the Protestant missions face the facts
regarding their fully fledged members they have very
real cause for consternation. At a representative con-
ference, where over a score of different churches and
missionary societies were represented, the report of the
enquiry into the quality of Christian leadership in
business and public service bears the following note:

There are in India to-day about 49,000 paid
Indian Christian workers and the number of com-
municants or church members in full standing is
about 740,000. This means that about one in fif-
teen of the adult church membership of the Pro-
testant Churches in India are the employees of
missions. It is safe to assume that one earning
member supports on the average at least two
adults. If that is so the economic dependence of
the Indian Christian community on foreign mis-
sions is seen in its true proportions.2

By accepting the assumption that each worker sup-
ports two other communicants, we find that not one

1 The total number of Indian Christians is 4,332,578, excluding
Burma and Ceylon. Biennial Survey of Occupation and Directory
of Christian Missions in India, Burma, and Ceylon, Scottish Mission
Industries Company, Ajraer, 1926-27, p. xxiv.

2 The Kodaikanal Missionary Union's Annual Conference, May
1928, as reported in The Baptist Missionary Review, August 1928,
p. 352-
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